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Over the next couple weeks we will be releasing our Player Rankings for the football Class of 2012. Player rankings are compiled by WisSports.net football writer Travis Wilson and are based on a combination of college potential, recruiting interest/offers, in-person evaluations, film evaluations, coach evaluations, stats, post-season awards, and more.

The state of Wisconsin is known for producing big, quality offensive linemen. While there haven't been quite as many Division I recruits the last couple years as in season's past, there still are some outstanding prospects. Six to eight offensive linemen could end up with Division I scholarship offers this season, with Greenfield's Josh Ruka, a Northern Illinois commit, the head of the class. With the offensive line taking up five positions on the field, we expanded the Others to Watch area to a full 25 players.

Class of 2012 Offensive Line Rankings:

1. Josh Ruka, Greenfield – Ruka is the prototypical lineman from the state of Wisconsin, with great size and outstanding potential. A First Team All-Conference choice last year, he is able to cave in his side of the line. Ruka received an invite to the U.S. Army All-American Bowl Combine in San Antonio, Texas but was unable to attend. He reports a 5.1 second 40-yard dash, 28" vertical jump, 4.9 second pro agility drill, 300-pound max bench press, and 400-pound max squat.

Ruka received seven scholarship offers, but chose Northern Illinois back in June. "Josh is a dominant offensive lineman," Hustlin' Hawks head coach Scott Otto said. "He has everything you look for in a lineman:  size, feet, attitude, and smart. He's an extremely hard worker, unselfish, and is improving everyday."

2. Levon Myers, Franklin – Myers has outstanding size at 6-6, 260 pounds and will also be a scholarship player. He already holds offers from Northern Illinois and Illinois State, and is continuing to receive interest from Wisconsin, Michigan State, Northwestern, Bowling Green and many other programs. Myers is a powerful run blocker who garnered First Team All-Conference recognition in the tough Southeast Conference last season.

3. Evan Kanz, Luxemburg-Casco – Kanz holds a scholarship offer from Eastern Illinois and is also receiving interest from Southern Illinois and Illinois State. Kanz was a First Team All-Conference selection in the Bay Conference last season and helped the Spartans to a 6-2 league mark, good for a tie for second. Kanz recorded a 5.1 40-yard dash and 280-pound max bench press this summer.

4. Caleb Krause, Catholic Memorial – Krause was a First Team All-Conference choice in the always tough Classic Eight Conference last season at center. He is receiving strong interest from Army and Princeton, and attended camp at Princeton this summer. Well-built at 6-2, 270, Krause is strong enough to hold the point of attack but is also athletic enough to get to the second level.

5. Theron Baumann, Monona Grove – Baumann features ideal size at 6-4, 260 pounds. He is explosive but also shows good balance as evidenced by his fourth place finishes in both the shot put and discus at this spring's Division 1 State Track Meet. A First Team All-Conference selection last year, Baumann is the captain of one of the state's best offensive lines from his center position.

6. Mike Edwards, Sun Prairie – Edwards picked up First Team All-Conference honors for Sun Prairie last season after helping the Cardinals to one of the area's most explosive offenses. He is very strong at the point of attack, able to control his man in short-range battles. He shows good agility to pull from his guard position on traps and counters. He reports marks of 5.2 in the 40-yard dash, 365 pound max bench press, and 415 pound max squat.

7. Cameron Hehn, Pewaukee – Hehn was a First Team All-Conference pick in the Woodland-Blue last year. With good size at 6-5, 250 he is picking up interest from a number of Division I programs, including Central Michigan, Northern Illinois, and Minnesota.

8. Michael Biese, Kimberly – Biese received Second Team All-Conference honors in the tough Fox Valley Association last year and is poised for a big senior season. Over the summer he has received interest from North Dakota State, Western Michigan, Wyoming , Northern Northern Michigan, Minnesota State, Minnesota-Duluth, and many other schools. “He is an excellent player with tremendous athletic ability for his size and is very good at the point of attack,” new Kimberly coach Steve Jones said.

9. Alex Jorgenson, Colby – Jorgenson was a standout all season for the Hornets, who advanced to the Division 5 state title game. He was a First Team All-Conference selection and is hearing from Division I and II schools.

10. Nate Ruechel, Oconto – Ruechel received First Team All-Conference honors in the Olympian-Packerland Large last season. He has heard from North Dakota State, Eastern Illinois, and Central Michigan as well as several Division II and III schools. 

11. Austin Morreau, Manitowoc Lincoln – A First Team All-Conference choice in the FRCC last season, Morreau was a key player as the Ship advanced to the Level 2 WIAA playoffs. He also picked up All-Region honors from the WFCA.


12. Chris Nicolai, Bangor – Nicolai was the only underclassman on the WFCA All-State team, earning honorable mention recognition. He also received First Team All-Conference honors in the Scenic Bluffs Conference. Nicolai sports a max bench press of 375 pounds with a max squat of 585.

13. Ben Ewings, Lakeside Lutheran – Ewings is garnering interest from several Division I programs including Wisconsin, North Dakota, and Southern Illinois as well as Division II national champion Minnesota-Duluth. Ewings, who runs a 5.2 40-yard dash at 6-5, 275 pounds, was a First Team All-Conference selection last year.

14. Matt Snebold, Onalaska – Snebold is capable of dominating the line of scrimmage from his guard position. He shows outstanding initial burst and swallows up his opponent at 6-4, 265 pounds. He was a First Team All-Conference pick last year as well as WFCA All-Region.

15. Mark Spelman, Milwaukee Marquette – Spelman is the captain of the Hilltoppers offensive line from his center position. He has the strength and initial burst to move his man off the line of scrimmage, but also shows an ability to get to the second level if uncovered. He received First Team All-Conference recognition in the Classic Eight last year.

Others to Watch:

Cody Bahr, Blair-Taylor – Bahr was a First Team All-Conference pick for the Dairyland champion Wildcats last season.
Filberto Chariez, Marshall – A First Team All-Conference selection last season, Chariez helped the Cardinals to an unbeaten Capitol-South title.
Sam Colo'n, Cambria-Friesland – Colo'n has been in contact with Wisconsin and Northwestern in recent weeks, and will be visiting numerous MAC schools in the month of July. Colo'n was a Second Team All-Conference choice on the offensive line last year.
Kyle Dahmen, Madison Edgewood – Dahmen was a First Team All-Conference choice in the Badger-South last year for the Crusaders.
Austin Gatchel, Arrowhead – Gatchel received Second Team All-Conference honors for the Warhawks last year and will lead one of the state's best offensive lines this season.
Joey Herriges, Kewaskum – Herriges received First Team All-Conference recognition for head coach Jason Pittmann last season.
Matt Huebner, Lancaster – Huebner was a First Team All-Conference selection for the Flying Arrows and head coach John Hoch last year.
Joel Isenberger, Monona Grove – Isenberger was a First Team All-Conference pick on one of the state's top offensive lines last season.
Matt Knox, Xavier – Knox received First Team All-Conference and WFCA All-Region recognition last season as the Hawks advanced to Level Four of the WIAA playoffs.
Evan Kurkowski, Waterloo – Kurkowski received First Team All-Conference and WFCA All-Region honors last season for the Pirates.
Calvin Leszczynski, Pius XI – Leszczynski was an honorable mention all-league pick in the Classic Eight last year and is hearing from a number of colleges at the Division I and II levels.
Korbin Lindell, Kettle Moraine – Lindell received Second Team All-Conference honors in the always tough Classic Eight Conference last season.
Dillon Mezera, Prairie du Chien – Mezera was a First Team All-SWC selection last year and will anchor the Blackhawks line as a senior.
Mark Miller, Kewaskum – Miller has very good size at 6-3, 270 and was a First Team All-Conference choice last season.
Matt Pulizos, Greendale – Pulizos has ideal size at 6-5, 273 and was a First Team All-Conference selection last year for head coach Rob Stoltz.
David Runnoe, Kimberly – A Second Team All-FVA pick last season, Runnoe is beginning to hear from a number of Division I schools.
Cole Schorr, Superior – Schorr picked up First Team All-League honors in the Big Rivers Conference last year.
Connor Selvey, Elkhorn –
Dylan Stefanec, South Milwaukee – A First Team All-Conference choice last year, Stefanec is hearing from Minnesota-Duluth, UW-Whitewater, and several WIAC schools.
Viktor Stelter, Edgar – Stelter was a First Team All-Conference pick for a team that dominated on it's way to a Division 6 state title.
Sam Versnik, West Allis Hale – A Second Team All-Conference and First Team All-Suburban pick last year, Versnik has received interest from a number of Division I and II schools.
Alex Wallner, Muskego – Wallner was a First Team All-Conference pick in the Southeast Conference last year and the Warriors usually run behind him when they need the key yards.
Rhett Weber, Platteville – Platteville has produced some outstanding offensive linemen over the years, and Weber is next in line. He is a two-time First Team All-Conference selection in the SWC.
Lauden Wood, Saint Croix Central – Wood was a First Team All-Conference choice in the Dunn-St. Croix Conference last season.
Drew Wudtke, Bonduel – Wudtke received First Team All-Conference honors last season. He recorded a 5.59 40-yard dash and 13 reps of 185 pounds at the Bellin Combine this summer.

